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GREITENS RESIGNS 


Governor cites ‘incredible amount of strain’ on family 


Lt. Gov.: ‘Decision 
will allow our state 
to heal;’ Parson to 
be sworn in Friday 


By Bob Watson 
bwatson@newstribune.com 


Gov. Eric Greitens will resign 
from the governor’s office at 5 
p.m. Friday. 

At that time, Lt. Gov. Mike Par- 
son, R-Bolivar, will become Mis- 
souri’s governor. 

Greitens, 44, has been fac- 
ing two felony criminal charges 
in St. Louis — although one was 
dropped two weeks ago — as well 
as an ongoing investigation by a 
House committee that was asked 
to recommend whether the gov- 
ernor should be impeached. 

In a nearly four-minute 
address to supporters and report- 
ers gathered in his Capitol office, 
Greitens said: “The last few 
months have been incredibly dif- 
ficult for me, for my family, for 
my team, for my friends and for 
many, many people that I love. 

“This ordeal has been 
designed to cause an incredible 
amount of strain on my family. 

.. I cannot allow those forces to 
continue to cause pain and diffi- 
culty to the people that I love.” 

He said those forces includ- 
ed “millions of dollars in mount- 
ing legal bills; endless personal 
attacks designed to cause max- 
imum damage to family and 
friends; legal harassment of col- 
leagues, friends and campaign 
workers.” 

And, the governor said: “It’s 
clear that, for the forces that 
oppose us, there is no end in 
sight.’ 

Greitens said it “has been a 
great honor and a privilege to 
serve as your governor” — and he 
promised his work isn’t finished. 


Please see Greitens, p. 3 
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Lawmakers ready to move on 
after governor's resignation 


By Joe Gamm and Philip Joens 
news@newstribune.com 


Gov. Eric Greitens did what is right for Missou- 
rians by announcing his plans to resign, lawmakers 
said Tuesday night. 

Greitens, who made the announcement about 
4:30 p.m., said his resignation would be effective 5 
p.m. Friday. 

That will leave a lot of work for Lt. Gov. Mike Par- 
son who will ascend to be governor, said Rep. Mike 
Bernskoetter, R-Jefferson City. 

“I think Governor Greitens has done what’s in the 


said. “He probably doesn’t think that right now. And 
Tm sure it’s in the best interest of his family — Shee- 
na (his wife) and the boys.” 

In late February, a St. Louis grand jury indicted 
Greitens on a felony charge of invasion of privacy, 
saying he had taken photos of a partially nude mis- 
tress without her consent. 

The House created a committee, chaired by Rep. 
Jay Barnes, R-Jefferson City, to look into facts sur- 
rounding the indictment. Greitens’ case eventually 
went to trial, but when no photo was recovered, 
prosecutors dropped the charges. 

However, the committee expanded its investiga- 


obtained mailing lists from a charity he helped 
establish. The House later called a special session to 
consider impeaching the governor. 

A General Assembly session’s worth of legislation 
is awaiting a governor’s signature. House Speaker 
Todd Richardson, R-Poplar Bluff, said he would 
return to business as usual today and return to the 
House, approve the legislation and send it to the 
governor's office. 

Bernskoetter said he expects there to be a smooth 
transition to Parson. 

“Parson will have to kick it into high gear and do 


Please see Lawmakers, p. 3 
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Julie Smith/News Tribune 


Gov. Eric Greitens reads from a prepared statement Tuesday as he announces his resignation, effective 5 p.m. Friday, during a brief press confer- 
ence in his Capitol office. 
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¢ A full transcript of 
Greitens’ resignation speech 
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e Former campaign 
consultant appears before 
House committee 


e Judge upholds subpoenas 
for Greitens documents 


e Timeline outlines events 
since affair was announced 


e Prosecutor says she 
resolved Greitens’ charges 
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